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judgment we are in a great world crisis. No other public
man has ventured to tell the truth of Germany, of the
pacifists, of the German-Americans, of Wilson. I have told
it and shall tell it as strongly as I know how and without
regard to its effect upon me. When I adopted this course
I did it deliberately, believing that in all human probability
it would render me unavailable for any office. I did not
wish any office; but it is a man's duty, before he takes a
position, to consider whether or not his taking it renders
it impossible for him to be run for a position where he
could do good service. I did consider this. I felt that the
pacifists, the professional German-Americans, the short-
sighted and uninformed and ease-loving people generally,
needed to be told what their duty was and that it would
have to be told in ways that would make it impossible for
the man telling it to avoid incurring their bitter animosity.
I have followed this course, believing that it would in all
probability render it out of the question to nominate me
for the Presidency. It would be quite impossible to nomi-
nate and elect me unless this nation were in heroic mood
and it were possible to appeal to that mood. I see no signs
of such possibility.5'

January 29, 1916.

To Henry Ford, Detroit, Michigan: "I thank you for
your kind letter of January 20th. If I get to Detroit it
will be a great pleasure to accept your invitation to look
at the work you are doing. As I have so frequently stated,
I believe that you are one of the men, the successful busi-
ness men, who can do far more than any outsiders like
myself in bringing* about the right relations between the
men who work with, their hands and those who supply the
capital or the management in the business.

"But, my dear Mr. Ford, I trust you have not extended
this invitation in ignorance of the position I have publicly
taken about your attitude on behalf of pacifism. If you
did not know my attitude when you wrote, I shall of course
understand absolutely if you withdraw the invitation, for,
as I supposed you knew, I am emphatically out of sympathy